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Air Quality

Index (AQI)
September 07, 2025

(Average of past 24 hours)

City/ Index Air
Town Value Quality

Guwahati 119 Moderate

Nalbari 49 Good

Nagaon 38 Good

Sivasagar 43 Good

Silchar 57 Satisfactory

Pollution Control
Board, Assam

KEY FINDINGS

 CAG flagged “irregular” expenditure of Rs 1.67 cr

 Mandatory e-tendering was bypassed

 Work cost rose from Rs 62.16 cr to Rs 64.16 cr

 PWD re-measured excavation four years later

 CAG found missing records

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, Sept 7: A per-

formance audit by the Comp-

troller and Auditor General

of India (CAG) has raised se-

rious concerns over the Mi-

zoram Public Works Depart-

ment (PWD), pointing to “ir-

regular and not feasible” ex-

penditure of Rs 1.67 crore in

the Chhiahtlang–Lamchhip

road project.

The road improvement

scheme, sanctioned by the

Ministry of Road Transport

and Highways (MoRTH) in

September 2016 under the

Central Road Fund at an ini-

tial cost of Rs 66.68 crore,

carried a clear condition: e-

tendering was mandatory.

Records, however, tell a dif-

ferent story.

In February 2017, the State

approved Rs 66.88 crore, and

the Chief Engineer, Roads,

sanctioned Rs 60.46 crore.

Yet, even before this, the

PWD had floated a restrict-

ed tender in January 2017.

By April that year, a contrac-

tor was awarded the work for

Rs 62.16 crore, later revised

to Rs 64.16 crore in 2019.

Work began in June 2017 and

was completed by Septem-

ber 2021.

Payments to the contrac-

tor totalled Rs 22.96 crore

across seven running bills

(RA-I to VII) up to Septem-

ber 2022. A large portion in-

volved formation cutting and

disposal of excavated soil. In

November 2018, engineers

measured 4.83 lakh cubic

metres of excavation—val-

ued at Rs 11.73 crore—and

certified it as complete. A

meeting between the divi-

sion and the contractor in

September 2018 confirmed

the same.

However, in November

2022—four years after the

earthwork had been certified

and 14 months after project

completion—the PWD car-

ried out a re-measurement.

This retrospective exercise

inexplicably inflated the ex-

cavation volume, and in Au-

gust 2023 the contractor re-

ceived an additional Rs 1.67

crore through the final bill

(RA-VIII).

The CAG report stated

bluntly that re-measurement

at such a stage was impossi-

ble, as the excavated materi-

al had already been disposed

of. Further, no land acquisi-

tion records, landslide re-

ports, or approvals for by-

passing e-tendering were

produced.

The audit highlights not

just procedural lapses but also

possible manipulation of

measurements to justify pay-

ments. For a project meant

to be closely monitored un-

der central funding, the find-

ings raise troubling questions

about how such irregularities

went unchecked for years.

CAG flags irregular Rs 1.67 crore
payment in Mizoram road project

CORRESPONDENT

IMPHAL, Sept 7: Amid

speculation over Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s pos-

sible visit to Manipur next

week, Governor Ajay Kumar

Bhalla convened a high-level

meeting with ruling MLAs

and senior officials at Raj

Bhavan here on Sunday, peo-

ple familiar

with the matter

said.

The agenda

of the closed-door meeting,

which reportedly began

around 11 am, was not dis-

closed to the media. Former

Chief Minister N Biren

Singh, Assembly Speaker Th

Satyabrata, BJP Manipur

president A Sharda Devi, the

Chief Secretary, Security

Advisor, and the DGP were

among those present.

Meanwhile, Churachand-

pur district has been de-

clared a ‘no drone zone.’ Dis-

trict Magistrate Dharun Ku-

mar S issued an order on

Thursday restricting aerial

photography and videogra-

phy using drones, balloons,

or similar devices, citing po-

tential threats to law and or-

der.

Only government-ap-

proved aviation devices will

be allowed until further no-

tice. Violations will invite le-

gal action under Section 223

of the Bharatiya Nyaya San-

hita, 2023, and other relevant

laws.

Unconfirmed reports sug-

gest the Prime Minister may

attend two events—one at

Kangla in Imphal and anoth-

er in Churachandpur—possi-

bly on September 13. Prep-

arations inside Kangla Fort

have been noted, though of-

ficials have not confirmed

whether these are for the

PM’s visit. BJP state general

secretary K Saratkumar also

told the media recently that

the party had no official in-

formation.

M a n i p u r

has been un-

der Presi-

dent’s Rule since February

13, following the resignation

of N Biren Singh as chief min-

ister on February 9.

The State has faced eth-

nic violence between Kuki-

Zo tribes and Meiteis since

May 3, 2023, when a student

rally in Churachandpur

turned violent and unrest

spread.

More than 250 people

have been killed, over

50,000 displaced, and thou-

sands remain in relief camps,

with some taking shelter

outside the State.

District and Sessions

Court inaugurated in

Chandel: Chief Justice of the

Manipur High Court, Justice

K Somasekar, on Sunday in-

augurated the newly estab-

lished District and Sessions

Court at Chandel.

The move is part of the ju-

diciary’s plan to set up such

courts in all 16 revenue dis-

tricts, making each a judicial

district. Justice Somasekar

said the court would

strengthen fairness, trans-

parency, and access to justice.

Governor holds
high-level meeting
Churachandpur declared
‘no drone zone’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, Sept 7:

UNESCO has expressed in-

terest in developing a food at-

las of Meghalaya, a project that

will highlight its unique tribal

cuisine and the cosmopolitan

nature of its capital, Shillong.

According to Fredrick Roy

Kharkongor, Principal Secre-

tary of Arts and Culture, the

UNESCO International Food

Atlas and Digital Platform is

an upcoming project.

“Shillong has a unique, di-

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, Sept 7: Nearly

38,000 non-tribal visitors ap-

plied for Inner Line Permits

(ILPs) to enter Mizoram in

the past three years and sev-

en months, according to the

State Home department. Of

these, 35,922 permits were

issued, while several applica-

tions were either rejected or

later found in violation of

rules.

From January to July this

year, 5,971 applications were

received and 5,492 approved.

IMD forecast
rainfall,
thunderstorms
across Arunachal

ITANAGAR, Sept 7: The India Mete-

orological Department (IMD) has fore-

cast a fresh spell of rainfall and thunder-

storms across Arunachal Pradesh begin-

ning Monday and continuing through the

week, with varying intensity across re-

gions.

According to a bulletin issued by the

meteorological centre here, Monday is

expected to bring fairly widespread rain

across the State, with districts such as

East Siang, Lower Dibang Valley, Chang-

lang, Lohit and Namsai likely to experi-

ence significant showers accompanied by

thunderstorms at isolated locations.

A ‘watch’ advisory has been issued for

parts of Tawang, East Kameng, Lower

Subansiri, Kra Daadi, Kamle, Lower

Siang, Lepa Rada and Papum Pare, where

thunder accompanied by heavy rain is

possible.

On Tuesday, rainfall activity is likely to

decrease slightly, with most districts re-

ceiving only isolated to scattered show-

ers or thunderstorms, particularly in the

central belt, including Upper Subansiri,

West Siang and parts of Lower Subansiri.

From Wednesday onwards, the wet

spell is forecast to strengthen again, with

scattered to fairly widespread rainfall

expected, especially in Tawang, West

Kameng, East Kameng, Lower Suban-

siri, Kurung Kumey, Kra Daadi, Papum

Pare and Changlang.

The IMD has issued a yellow alert for

these districts, cautioning people of pos-

sible thunderstorms with heavy rain.

The eastern and northern districts,

such as Anjaw, Dibang Valley and Shi-

Yomi, are likely to remain comparatively

drier. – PTI

SHILLONG, Sept 7: Meg-

halaya Police have dismantled a

large-scale international motor-

cycle theft and smuggling op-

eration, apprehending 17 indi-

viduals, including 10 Bangla-

deshi nationals. The syndicate

specialized in stealing two-

wheelers from Shillong and

other parts of Meghalaya and

transporting them across the

border to Bangladesh for re-

sale. The investigation began

on September 4 when police

on a routine patrol in the East

Khasi Hills district stopped a

scooter that made a U-turn to

avoid a checkpoint. Two young

men, Nehlang Lamare and Kle-

ment Timung, were caught and

confessed to stealing the vehi-

cle from Shillong.

Their confessions led police

to three intermediaries, Peter

Pohrmen, Vicky Dkhar, and

Romeo Ryngksai, who facili-

tated the transfer of stolen

bikes to Bangladeshi buyers

at the border. Subsequent

raids based on their informa-

tion resulted in the arrest of

four more individuals.

Following these arrests, po-

lice apprehended 10 Bangla-

deshi nationals, including a mi-

nor, who were the intended

recipients of the stolen vehi-

cles. They hailed from the Syl-

het and Habiganj districts of

Bangladesh. This operation

has revealed a sophisticated

cross-border network involv-

ing theft, smuggling, and a

ready market for stolen goods.

Authorities have increased

vigilance along the India-Bang-

ladesh border to prevent sim-

ilar activities. – IANS

verse population, which

brings a variety of cuisines

from different communities.

This variety, combined with

the traditional cuisine of the

State’s native population,

creates a unique culinary

scene,” he said during a food

festival.

The project aims to rein-

force the value of foodways -

the cultural, social, and eco-

nomic practices related to the

production and consumption

of food - as living heritage.

This initiative is intended to

contribute to the 2030 Agen-

da for Sustainable Develop-

ment.

A UNESCO statement

noted that “foodways are

closely linked to many as-

pects of socio-economic de-

velopment and cultural life,”

including farming, fishing, rit-

uals, traditional skills, and

sustainable food production.

The project also seeks to

create new knowledge and

develop interactive tools to

document and safeguard food-

ways for future generations.

The ILP system, mandated

under the Bengal Eastern

Frontier Regulation of 1873,

requires non-tribals to secure

prior permission before en-

tering Mizoram, formerly

known as the Lushai Hills.

Applications peaked in

2022 with 12,905, followed by

10,160 in 2023. That year also

saw the highest number of

violators, with 1,463 depor-

tations. Since 2022, a total of

2,620 people—mainly from

Assam and Tripura—have

been sent back after convic-

tion for ILP violations.

UNESCO to create food atlas of
Meghalaya’s unique cuisine

38,000 apply for
Mizoram ILPs in 3 yrs

Cross-border crime
nexus busted, 10
Bangladeshis arrested

Activist
barred
ITANAGAR, Sept 7: Noted

environmental activist from

Arunachal Pradesh, Bhanu

Tatak, was stopped at the

Delhi airport on Sunday when

she was travelling to Ireland,

officials said. She was stopped

by the immigration authorities

from travelling abroad on the

basis of a lookout circular

issued by the Arunachal

Police, they said. – PTI

CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR, Sept 7: Chief Min-

ister Pema Khandu paid a heartfelt

tribute to the brave

soldiers of the Indian

Army who made the

ultimate sacrifice dur-

ing the 1962 War at

the historic Helmet

Post War Memorial

near Walong in the

Anjaw district.

The name ‘Helmet

Post’ has a profound

origin. In December

1986, the Border Roads Organisa-

tion (BRO) discovered the remains

of a soldier alongside 24 helmets

placed on pickets. These helmets

symbolized the fallen heroes, and

since then, the site has served as an

enduring symbol of

courage and sacrifice.

On the occasion,

the Chief Minister

also paid special hom-

age to Lt Bikram

Singh of 6 KUMAON,

an unsung hero of the

Battle of Walong.

“Helmet Post is not

just a memorial but a

living testament to

the courage, resilience, and ultimate

sacrifice of our soldiers who safe-

guarded the nation’s honour,”

Khandu said in reverence.

Following the ceremony, the

Chief Minister, accompanied by Min-

ister Dasanglu Pul, visited the his-

toric Buddhist Gonpa at Walong,

which was established in 1964. The

local Meyor Buddhist community

gave them a warm welcome, and

Khandu offered prayers at the tran-

quil monastery.

He also interacted with members

of the Meyor community, listened

to their concerns, and assured them

of his commitment to their welfare.

The CM also interacted with Aru-

nachal Scouts soldiers at the Walong

Advanced Landing Ground (ALG).

Pema Khandu honours 1962 war
heroes at Helmet Post

CORRESPONDENT

DIMAPUR, Sept 7: Three hun-

dred and sixty-seven teachers from

Nagaland’s Rashtriya Madhyamik

Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) 2016 will

begin an indefinite sit-in protest at

the Directorate of School Education

here on Monday.

In a press release, the Nagaland

RMSA Teachers’ Association-2016

announced that the decision was

made due to the State government’s

continued silence and inaction regard-

ing their long-standing issue. The is-

sue concerns service benefits and

rightful dues as decided by the Su-

Nagaland teachers to intensify
protest for long-standing dues

preme Court.

The RMSA teachers have been de-

manding that their salaries and serv-

ice benefits be recognized from their

original appointment date in 2016.

They are also seeking the imple-

mentation of the 2017 Revision of

Pay (ROP) pay scale, which includes

annual increments, on par with their

13 counterparts from SSA-RMSA

2010. Additionally, they want the

enforcement of Office Memoran-

dum No. AR-3/GEN-231/2011, dat-

ed March 29, 2017.

The association stated that this

peaceful demonstration will contin-

ue without interruption until their

demands are acknowledged and ad-

dressed by the authorities con-

cerned. The sit-in will follow the

principles of non-violence, peaceful

assembly, and lawful conduct, as di-

rected by the Kohima Deputy

Commissioner.

According to the association, the

government’s refusal to meet their

demands is not only a violation of

legal mandates but also a grave af-

front to justice and human dignity.

They have urged civil society, stu-

dent unions, workers’ associations,

and the public to stand in solidarity

with them in asserting their consti-

tutional right to peaceful protest.

WEATHER

NorthEast

Forecast for NE: Moderate 
rain very likely to occur 
at many places over 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Manipur,  Mizoram & 
Tripura. Max Temperature 
will be above normal by 2-3 
degree over the region for 
Day 1 to Day 3 and decrease 
thereafter.
Warning: 1) Thunderstorm 
& Lightning very likely to 
occur at isolated places over 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura. 
2) Heavy rain very likely to 
occur at isolated places over 
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur & Mizoram. 
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